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SUMMER 2020

Parish Council Summary Summer 2020
Since the last Newsletter there have been three
Parish Council meetings. The last one on 19th March
was to set up the Covid-19 response before ‘lockdown’
on 24th March. Other matters, particularly lorry traffic, had to be deferred to be within government meeting guidelines. We hope to bring ‘normal’ issues back
to future agendas. Currently all physical meetings are
outside government guidelines.
Covid-19: Neighbourhood Watch and the Parish Council
came together to agree, prepare and distribute the ‘Great
Ashfield Support Group’ leaflet. Every household should
have had one in their post box on Friday 20th March.
That leaflet provided a central contact number (the Kiln Farm
Hub) and a village WhatsApp group (more than 50 members) that
contains an active volunteer group. Shopping is being completed, prescriptions are being collected and reassuring chats are taking place.
If you do not have the leaflet to hand and would like one please
contact 241045. To join the village WhatsApp group text 07702 301003.
Requests for help to central please email greatashfieldnews@gmail.com
OR greatashfieldpc@outlook.com.
I will always be proud of the village response to the emergency. Just
getting the help note agreed and distributed to every house within 24
hours was fantastic. The self isolating residents should be assured that
help is to hand.
Easter passed with goodwill and many pictures across the WhatsApp
group to make one smile. Some of these are reproduced in this newsletter (although WhatsApp compresses pictures so the printed quality
suffers). At least one more Bank Holiday (VE Day) passed under restricted movement and that had supportive messages to make us all feel a
little better. Official advice was to take two minutes silence and ‘raise
a glass’ — all good news for the charity bottlebank.
Sandra Brown, our Parish Council clerk of the last 14 years, is resigning
to spend more time travelling. An advert is in this issue. We all thank
her for her help and guidance in our work and wish her well.
Incidentally, there is still a Parish Councillor vacancy — if interested
please do contact any councillor to find out more.
Special thanks to our key workers, volunteers and those using
their time at home to make a difference — for example those
making hospital scrubs. By the time this Newsletter lands in
your letterbox we all hope that the virus impacts will be reducing and a ‘new normal’ is emerging. Hopefully it will be
one where families and friends can meet again.
Stay safe everyone.
Arthur Peake, Retiring Chairman
Arthur has now resigned as Chairman for personal reasons and his
place has been taken temporarily by Roy Barker, who wishes to thank
Arthur for his excellent service to the village.

Our amazing competition winners

George
Diana Barker

Ruben

Easter cross: Gail Peake
Alpacas: Lesley Barrow
Thank you NHS: Stephen Miles????

Reggie

Easter decoration: Petrina Miles
Rabbit: Glen and Sue ??????????

Memories of Easter

Village Hall Draw
As we are no longer able to hold the Village Pub Nights, we
will continue to draw the lottery numbers on a quarterly basis,
and to distribute the winnings around the village, keeping at a
safe distance!
FEBRUARY: 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

£25
£15
£10
£5

C. Hughes-Hallett
Mr and Mrs Green
Richard Putland
Norma McHale

No: 50 		
No: 216
No: 110
No: 59

MARCH:

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

£25
£15
£10
£5

Mrs Jenkins
Mr Catchlove
Jill Bent-Marshall
Mr A Turp

No: 235
No: 223
No: 3
No: 79

APRIL

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

£25
£15
£10
£5

Sue Chapman-Hatchett
Mrs Halls
Emma Clay
Bob Fitch

No: 2
No: 107
No: 213
No: 181

Great Ashfield celebrates VE Day
It was sad that the planned and
much anticipated VE celebrations were unable to take place
due to the Coronavirus lockdown, but needless to say the
residents of Great Ashfield rose
to the occasion with their usual
style and panache.
The highlight of the day, though,
was when Winston Churchill
came to call. Simon Thompson
and his wife Kaz had made a
magnificent life size cut out of
the great man and positioned
him at the end of their driveway,
so that residents could stand and
have their photos taken with
him. He was also posititoned in
several other sites to give the rest of the villagers the same opportunity without them straying too far from home.
Such was the success of Simon’s figure that he was interviewed by
the BBC on national TV and a small article on the BBC website!

The display on the left is Petrina Miles’
tribute to her Grandfather, Lt Col T.H.
Wilson of the Royal Army Medical Corps,
who was flown back to the UK on the 8th
May 1945, having spent four and a half years
in prisoner of war camps.
He was captured in 1940 just before
Dunkirk, having stayed at his post as he
was in charge of a hospital. He spent the
war as a prisoner saving lives, performing
operations in very primitive conditions,
but always doing his best.
He spent most of his spare time
in captivity doing needlework to
keep his fingers supple and the
needlework in the background is
an example of his work. His family sent him supplies of silks and
wool in the Red Cross parcels.
There is a book that features his
experiences: Dr in Chains, by
George Moreton, a fellow prisoner.

Village Hall news
In line with current government rules concerning the
Coronavirus pandemic, Lord
Thurlow Village Hall is closed
for the foreseeable future. This
means the usual yoga classes,
dog training classes and other
events are on hold until further
notice. Due to the uncertainty
we are sorry we are unable to
take bookings for the Village
Hall at the moment.
However, the Village Draw is
still operating, so if you haven’t
yet paid your regular collector
or you would like to join or
add another family member,
please call Margaret Barrett
on 259113 or email robin@
greenbee.net to pay via internet banking. To be in the draw
costs £12 a year and is an excellent way of keeping money
coming in every month to
finance ongoing costs, which
is obviously very important
during these uncertain times.
The monthly prizes are £25,
£15, £10 and £5.
Since the last newsletter, the
main hall in the Village Hall
has been redecorated and most
of the back car park has been
resurfaced. We are now hoping
to modernise the kitchen, plans
have been obtained and both
funding and fundraising are
being investigated.
Obviously, the regular monthly
Pub nights on the first Friday of
the month have been cancelled
until future notice. Chrissie
and Paul Charie were planning
to run one of their Gin evenings on Friday 1st May. They
generously provide their Flint
& Hardings gins (locally distilled here in Great Ashfield) to
sample with various tonics. It
is always an enjoyable evening
when the village gets together.
Hopefully this can be rescheduled for later in the year.
Sue Howes

Test your local history knowledge
While the lockdown has been enforced and the Great Ashfield email
has been in full swing, I have been setting questions about our village
then giving and explaining the answers a few days later. I know not
everyone has access to the internet, so if you would like to get your
grey matter moving, ring me and ask for the questions (241045). I
will get a sheet of them to you and then the answers when you are
ready. You may not have a clue as to the answers but will increase
your knowledge of the village. If you would like to receive the email,
please also give me your email address.
Meanwhile, our Editor, Mandie, has asked me to put a set of questions into this Newsletter and the answers will come out in the next
issue. So, here goes:
1.	What names has our village had in its history before becoming
Great Ashfield?
2.	There are at
least three
wooded
areas in the
parish. Can
you name
them?

Do you know the location of this wood?

3.	Name the two former pubs
in the village.

5.	What was the year of the
final Truck Rally?
What was the name of this former pub?

7.	In which year did Great
Ashfield reach the final of
the Suffolk Village of the
Year Competition?
8.	‘Miss Hollond’s Meadow’
at Ashfield House has an
official status. What is it?

At the time of going to print
all churches are closed but
our rector, Katherine
Valentine, is still available
on 01359 235095, so do
get in touch if you would
like to talk to her or if you
know someone who would
like a phone call in these
restricted times.
Details of live streaming of
local services, bible studies
and prayer meetings etc can
be found on www.achurchnearyou.com.
The Benefice village and
church news magazine is
available to read online
www.vcnews.org.uk.’

Council is seeking
new Parish Clerk

4.	In the 1950s, what officially
notifiable disease hit the
parish?

6.	In 2020, how many years
has the Great Ashfield &
Badwell Ash Women’s
Institute been running?

All Saints’ Church

When did the GA and BA WI form?

9.	At the last official boundary change, Great Ashfield lost a
property to Badwell Ash but gained one back. Which two
houses are these?
10. Where was the castle in the village and what type was it?

HC Wilson’s trucks are a common sight locally, but did you know that the
owner, Hugh Wilson, was a judge at the Truck Rallies?

Sandra Brown has decided that
once we are allowed to move
freely again, she’s going to
take the opportunity
to go travelling
and see the
world.
This will
leave the
Parish Council without a
Parish Clerk,
a job Sandra
has carried out
admirably for
the past 14 years.
Would you be interested in taking over from her?
If you would, please contact
Sandra on 242304, and she
will be able to fill you in with
all the details of the job.
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